


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; 
 Jn 1:45-51 
 

Tuesday:  2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17; Ps 96:10-13; 
 Mt 23:23-26 
 

Wednesday:  2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18; Ps 128:1-2, 4-5; 
 Mt 23:27-32 
 

Thursday:  1 Cor 1:1-9; Ps 145:2-7; Mt 24:42-51 
 

Friday:  1 Cor 1:17-25; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; 
 Mt 25:1-13 
 

Saturday:  1 Cor 1:26-31; Ps 33:12-13, 18-21; 
 Mk 6:17-29 
 

Sunday:  Jer 20:7-9; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9; Rom 12:1-2; 
 Mt 16:21-27 

Trust 

Keys hold great significance for those who carry them. 
They represent the trust and authority of the owner when 
given to another person. We may give our house key to a 
trusted friend to take care of our matters while we are 
away. We may give keys to someone responsible for 
maintaining or working in a particular building. Keys to 
vehicles are given to people who have proven themselves 
responsible drivers. The readings today focus on this kind 
of trust—the trust that conveys authority and 
responsibility. In the first reading, the symbol is 
specifically that of a key; but the second reading and the 
Gospel also speak of trust and leadership as they refer to 
the earthly church that Jesus established. 
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Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Eliakim is destined by God to be a 
father to those who live in Jerusalem (Isaiah 22:19-23). 
Psalm — Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the 
work of your hands (Psalm 138). 
Second Reading — How deep are the riches and the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God! (Romans 11:33-36). 
Gospel — Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do you say 
that I am?” Peter replied, “You are the Christ” 
(Matthew 16:13-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from 
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 
reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. Bartholomew 
Tuesday:  St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz 
Thursday:  St. Monica 
Friday:  St. Augustine 
Saturday:  The Passion of St. John the Baptist 

Saint Monica (332-387) 

August 27 
She had smiles for the neighbors, 
though her husband found her 
religion and the charity it inspired 
annoying. She made tearful prayers 
in private for a son, outwardly self-
assured but, as his mother knew, 
inwardly restless, and whose girlfriend of a dozen years 
had borne his child out of wedlock. Though not the first 
or last such mother and son, Monica and Augustine are 
the Church’s most famous, so we keep their feast days 
back to back, with Monica’s, fittingly, first. To Rome she 
followed Augustine, then to Milan, where years of 
prayer—and nagging—finally bore fruit in his conversion 
by Saint Ambrose. For six months, mother and son 
enjoyed the blessing of rediscovering each other. Just in 
time! On the way home to North Africa, Monica took sick 
and died near Rome. No child who has mourned a parent 
can read, unmoved, Augustine’s tender account, in his 
Confessions, of Monica’s last days. At this time of the 
year, when parents watch apprehensively as children 
leave for school, may Monica’s perseverance and 
Augustine’s long-prayed-for conversion ease anxiety and 
kindle hope. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



J esus poses the question “But who do you say I 
am?” in today’s Gospel passage. It is a question 
posed to Peter and the disciples, to Matthew’s first 

readers, and to the Church today. Peter’s confession of 
faith in Jesus as Christ and Son of God was a culmination 
of what the disciples had experienced in their life with 
Jesus thus far. Jesus affirms Peter’s declaration as a gift 
from God. But it was only the beginning of Peter’s 
understanding of what these words actually meant, and 
how the disciples saw themselves in light of this truth. As 
Jesus and the disciples turned toward Jerusalem and to the 
cross, the disciples perhaps pondered their own identity, 
together with their dawning understanding of Jesus’ 
identity. For us, the journey of faith, initiated and 
sustained by the Holy Spirit, means an ongoing reflection 
upon who Jesus is and who we are. 
 

To Bind And To Loose 

When Jesus says to Peter “whatever you bind” or 
“whatever you loose” in today’s Gospel, he describes a 
distinct power that emerges from Peter’s faith in Jesus. 
The capacity to bind or to loose suggests a new ability, 
both to restrain or block forces that harm the community 
of faith, and also to release or liberate energies that 
strengthen the community. 
It might be helpful to observe, within your own parish or 
faith community, where God might be working now. 
Perhaps you can see persons and groups working to 
restrain toxic forces of resentment or fear. You might see 
those who are releasing new energies, and empowering 

Treasures From Our Tradition  
One of the most memorable images from the pontificate of Pope John Paul II is not his shocked expression as he is hit by a 
bullet, but rather his tender meeting with his assailant, and his forgiveness. It is far more compelling because, although 
people are struck by bullets every day, true reconciliation is in relatively short supply. An outside observer might list 
attempting to kill the pope as an unforgiveable sin, but of course we know that forgiveness of sin is woven deeply into our 
tradition of living as Christ did. 
Interestingly enough, the Church took a hard line on these matters early on. Until the second century, people expected 
Christ’s return in the near future, so they deferred judgment to him. Soon, however, bishops began to grant forgiveness for 
sin after baptism, but only once. What we know as the sacrament of penance takes its life from Jesus’ work of 
reconciliation, but just as scripture shows Jesus forgiving people in one life-changing encounter, so the church granted one 
chance only. Great sins were the target, such as idolatry, adultery, and murder. Penance was lengthy, difficult, and public, 
and the bishop was in charge of the process. For the next several weeks, we’ll look at subsequent creative and helpful 
changes in the celebration of this sacrament. 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

the faithful to care for their neighbors. When we are 
grounded in a prayerful trust relationship with Jesus, we 
can receive this power to participate in God’s work, to 
bind and to loose. 
 

Awe And Praise 

In today’s passage from Romans, Paul concludes his 
complex reflections on the Jewish people, the emerging 
Gentile churches, and God’s work among them. Paul has 
struggled to understand the responses of both the Jewish 
and Gentile communities, with their mix of acceptance 
and rejection of Jesus. He warns the Roman church to 
avoid any sense of superiority over Jews or non-Christian 
Gentiles, for everyone is in need of God’s mercy. Paul 
acknowledges the limits of his understanding, and gives 
way to prayers of awe and praise. He concludes by 
marveling at the limitless mercy of God, whose designs 
are ultimately mysterious. 
Sometimes our own prayer can be like that of Paul. In 
conversation with God, we try to make sense of life, 
especially its difficulties. The full truth of what’s going 
on in our lives or in our world eludes us, and so we work 
humbly with the truth that we can understand. If we 
believe our mysterious God is indeed trustworthy, we can 
open our hearts in praise, and allow God to shape our 
lives. 
 
Today’s Readings: Is 22:19–23; Ps 138:1–2, 2–3, 6, 8; 
Rom 11:33–36; Mt 16:13–20 
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Twenty-first Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 
August 23, 2020 

“Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” 
                                     —Matthew 16:19 
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Our Goal is to provide a meaningful, unique 
service to suit the needs, and desires of the 

families we serve.

We Provide Many Services Which Include: 
Traditional Burial, Traditional Cremation, 

Direct Cremation, Memorial Service, 
International Arrangements. Dennis Bernardo

Jeffrey D. Bernardo

757 Mendon Road • Cumberland, RI 02864
(401) 334-2300  www.jjduffyfuneralhome.com

Flowers By The Station
Fresh and Silk Arrangements

Weddings • Gourmet Baskets
Anne Hunt, owner/parishioner

73 Union St., Attleboro
508-226-2971

O’Neill Funeral Home
3102 Mendon Road

Cumberland ~ 401-658-1155
www.ONeillFuneralHomes.com

Caring and personalized services for your family 
Pre-need planning available any day or night

John O’Neill
Funeral Director

Parishioner

Richard R. Lepine
                  President

2140 Mendon Road, Suite 202 • Cumberland, RI 02864
tel 401.475.3508 • fax 401.475.3692 • toll free 888.920.3232 

richard@lepinefinancial.com • www.lepinefinancial.com

Securities offered through Securities America, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, 
Advisory services offered through Securities America Advisors, Inc. Lepine 

Financial Advisors, Inc. and Securities America are separate entities. 

EASTLAND
ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Emergency 24 Hour Service

Licensed in RI & MA

Thomas P. Miller
Cumberland • 401-334-1931

Proud to be part of 
your community.

401.233.4700
navigantcu.org WE ARE NOW HIRING 

EXPERIENCED 
PROFESSIONALS

1974
MATT PROVOYEUR  401.333.0555

Painting & More
since

Located in Arnold Mills area of Cumberland • 401-334-3621

Childhood Beginnings
Home Daycare, Inc.
FULLY DCYF CERTIFIED & STATE LICENSED

— REFERENCES AVAILABLE —

Staff is CPR & First aid certified
Infant, toddler & preschool staff

Updated equipment & Educational materials

ACCEPTING Infants, toddlers
&  preschool age children

OPEN YEAR AROUND
MONICA RASPALLO, Director/Parishioner

FOR SALE

KATHY BAIN FARRELL TEAM 

WWW.THEHOMETOWNEXPERTS.COM

RE/MAX TOWN & COUNTRY

401-374-1211

®

401.324.1312
www.WhyMonster.com/NRI
• Stump Grinding
• Complete Tree Removal
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Tree & Shrub Pruning
• Commercial & Residential

Parishioner owned & operated

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.



 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED EARLY MONDAY AUGUST 31 

The parish office will close at noon on Monday, August 31. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVATIONS NO LONGER NEEDED FOR MASS 

Reservations are no longer needed to attend any of the weekend masses, but please note 

that we are still limited to 100 people in the church. You can just show up for any of the 

three masses currently available – Saturday at 5:00 pm, and Sunday at 8:30 and 10:00 am. If 

it becomes necessary to restart the reservation process, we will make an announcement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS 

The following children and babies were baptized at St John Vianney recently: 

 

Briella Presley Dischino 

Declan James O’Connell 

Emmett Thomas O’Connell 

Owen Robert Tillier 

 

We welcome these children to our parish family and congratulate their 

families! 

 

 



 

 

 

We recently received a thank you note from the Sisters of Divine Providence. A check for 

$1,362.00 was sent to them in support of their mission from our parish. The missionary 

work of the sisters was the focus of the Missionary Appeal Weekend this year. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CLOTHING BINS OPEN 

The St. Vincent DePaul clothing bins in the church parking lot are now open 

and being serviced regularly. 

 





Hello! 
  
“In mid-March, the Rhode Island economy began to shut down due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. Within weeks of the start of the crisis, thousands of Rhode Islanders filed for 
unemployment, causing one of the highest spikes in the country. As of this writing the 
unemployment rate is 16.3%, up from 3.4% in February, before the pandemic.” (from 
The RI Community Food Bank) 
 
The numbers of people struggling with food insecurity has increased by 42% (RICFB) 
and those numbers have stretched the ability of food support agencies to provide the 
necessary assistance.  
  
Please, can you help? 
  
You may know Franklin Farm as the local Farm that grows and harvests fresh 
vegetables for donation to the RI Community Food Bank and several local food pantries 
and food kitchens. To date, the Farm has raised and donated 26,500 pounds but the 
need is great, and YOU can make a difference. 
  
You can help us Squash Hunger! Even if you are already a contributor to the RICFB, 
could you give a little extra this year? 
  
Thank you, 
Pam Thurlow, President 
The Historic Metcalf Franklin Farm Preservation Association 
www.franklinfarmri.org 
 


	387400 08-23-20
	08-26-20 parish Updates
	CLOTHING BINS OPEN
	Franklin Farms Flyer
	Franklin Farms

